
Developing engaging 
lessons





engagement

• The goal is to create an environment where students are 
active learners versus passive receivers of information 



Describe What 
an engaging 

lesson …

• Looks Like
• Sounds Like
• Feels Like



Engaging Qualities of Work

• Personal Response
• Clear Modeled Expectations 

• Emotional and Intellectual Safety 
• Learning with Others
• Sense of Audience 
• Choice
• Novelty and Variety
• Authenticity 

When three or more 
of the engaging 

qualities are present 
there tends to be 

engagement



• Personal Response:

engaging Qualities of Work

Student communicates their thoughts and ideas 



• Personal Response:

• Clear/Modeled Expectations:

engaging Qualities of Work

Student communicates their thoughts and ideas 

Teacher provides an example or rubric 

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.phpFree tool to help teachers create rubrics:

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php


• Emotional and Intellectual Safety: 

engaging Qualities of Work

Student feels safe to take risks 



• Learning with Others:

engaging Qualities of Work

Student has opportunity to collaborate



JigsaW methoD 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euhtXUgBEts



• Sense of Audience:

engaging Qualities of Work

Student work will be seen by someone other than the teacher



• Choice:

engaging Qualities of Work

Student has opportunity to select content, method of learning and/or how 
to demonstrate mastery  



http://blog.teachersdiscovery.com/ela/five-ways-to-incorporate-choice-for-middle-and-high-school-reading-and-writing/

http://blog.teachersdiscovery.com/ela/five-ways-to-incorporate-choice-for-middle-and-high-school-reading-and-writing/


choice boarD

https://www.perry.kyschools.us/userfiles/-
12/My%20Files/Teacher%20Leadership%20Academy/Lesson
%20Planning%20Resources/Choice%20Boards%20Packet.pdf?
id=1708

https://www.perry.kyschools.us/userfiles/-12/My%20Files/Teacher%20Leadership%20Academy/Lesson%20Planning%20Resources/Choice%20Boards%20Packet.pdf?id=1708


choice boarD



• Novelty and Variety: 

engaging Qualities of Work

Student has opportunity to do something new in a different way



• Authenticity: 

engaging Qualities of Work

Student understands how the assignment is connected to the real world 



engaging Qualities 



engaging Qualities 



Engaging Qualities of Work

• Personal Response
• Clear Modeled Expectations 

• Emotional and Intellectual Safety 
• Learning with Others
• Sense of Audience 
• Choice
• Novelty and Variety
• Authenticity 

When three or more 
of the engaging 

qualities are present 
there tends to be 

engagement



ask Yourself:

• How can I get students more 
active in their learning?

• If I need to lecture, how can I 
incorporate engaging qualities 
throughout the lesson to keep 
students active in their learning?

• Let’s build a lesson together. 



lesson template

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1MG3j7lY8aD6n
nWXVlyNTuAbtcizX-fI81878HGoXPS4/edit

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1MG3j7lY8aD6nnWXVlyNTuAbtcizX-fI81878HGoXPS4/edit


reflection

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WPbfvmhgMz9pMtM
L9PEOa2Eik2W04gYpQaPTXAEiKF4/edit

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WPbfvmhgMz9pMtML9PEOa2Eik2W04gYpQaPTXAEiKF4/edit
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