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Addressing the “What-ifs” 
• What if Christel loses internet connection? … check back in 5 mins 

using the same Zoom link. If the session is not up, then watch your 
email for directions.  

• What if there is a lot of background noise at your house? … keep 
yourself on mute or Christel will mute you! LOL (This is the best part of virtual teaching)

• What if you did not get a Google Doc or Form emailed to you, send 
Nicole Ireland a message in the Chat box.  

• What if you get kicked out and need to be let in but everyone is in a 
breakout room … text 561 596-9039. 



Meet 
Diane Owens, 

Specialist 

• Contact Diane if you have questions 
regarding private school services or 
payment:
diane.owens@palmbeachschools.org

mailto:diane.owens@palmbeachschools.org


Resources for today

• Log in to www.connectedclass.com
• Go to Resource Room
• Click on Onsite Trainings 
• Open What in the Word?
• Direct Connect
• Learning Link 

http://www.connectedclass.com/


Follow-up





Learning 
Intentions

• Discuss types of figurative language.
• Engage in exploration of how authors use 

figurative language to contribute to 
meaning in texts.

• Ascertain exciting ways to teach students 
how to understand and analyze figurative 
language in texts.

• Explore ways to help students use more figurative language in their writing.
• Discuss how to support ESE students.
• Determine how to get parents involved.



Success 
Criteria 

• I can incorporate at least one activity I 
learned today for teaching figurative 
language into my lesson planning.



So…Why today’s 
topic?

Because there are links between 
readers’ understandings of 

vocabulary and language to reading 
comprehension, it is imperative to 
provide instruction around words 

and language in all classrooms. 
(Baumann and Kame'enui 1991; Becker 1997; Stanovich 1986; Beck, McKeown, and Kucan 2013)



Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards:
English Language Arts

R.3.1 Figurative Language (STANDARD)
(BENCHMARKS)
ELA.5.R.3.1 Analyze how figurative language contributes to meaning in text(s).
ELA.4.R.3.1 Explain how figurative language contributes to meaning in text(s).
ELA.3.R.3.1 Identify and explain metaphors, personification, and hyperbole in text(s).
ELA.2.R.3.1 Identify and explain similes, idioms, and alliteration in text(s).
ELA.1.R.3.1 Identify and explain descriptive words and phrases in text(s).
ELA.K.R.3.1 Identify and explain descriptive words in texts(s).

https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/18736/urlt/ELAStandards.PDF

https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/18736/urlt/ELAStandards.PDF




Let’s discuss
• What do you notice about the benchmarks for each grade level?
• How could this document help with vertical planning across grade levels?



Taking a
closer look

at the
benchmarks…



kindergarten
Interpreting Figurative Language

ELA.K.R.3.1: Identify and explain descriptive words in 
text(s).

Benchmark Clarifications
Clarification 1: Students will explain examples of 
descriptive words in text and how they add meaning.

Clarification 2: Students will be introduced to the 
academic vocabulary word “adjective”. However, 
students are not expected to use the word 
independently. Discussion should focus on how the 
descriptive words add meaning to the text.



Grade one

Interpreting Figurative Language

ELA.1.R.3.1: Identify and explain descriptive 
words and phrases in text(s).

Benchmark Clarifications
Clarification 1: Continue to expose students 
to the academic vocabulary word 
“adjective”. Discussion should focus on how 
the descriptive words add meaning to the 
text.



Grade 
two

Interpreting Figurative 
Language

ELA.2.R.3.1: Identify 
and explain similes, 
idioms, and alliteration 
in text(s).



Grade three
Interpreting Figurative Language

ELA.3.R.3.1: Identify and explain metaphors, 
personification, and hyperbole in text(s).

Benchmark Clarifications
Clarification 1: In addition to the types of figurative 
language listed in this benchmark, students are still 
working with types from previous grades such as 
simile, alliteration, and idiom. Other examples can 
be used in instruction.
Clarification 2: See Elementary Figurative Language





Grade four
Interpreting Figurative Language

ELA.4.R.3.1: Identify how figurative language 
contributes to meaning in text(s).

Benchmark Clarifications
Clarification 1: Figurative language for the 
purposes of this benchmark refers to 
metaphor, simile, alliteration, personification, 
hyperbole, and idiom. Other examples can be 
used in instruction.
Clarification 2: See Elementary Figurative 
Language



Grade five
Interpreting Figurative Language

ELA.5.R.3.1: Analyze how figurative language contributes to meaning 
in text(s).



figurative language
According to dictionary.com, figurative language is…

“…language that is intended to create an image, association or other effect in 
the mind of a listener (or reader) that goes beyond the literal meaning or 
expected use of the words involved.”

Literal language means exactly what it says.
Figurative language uses different figures of speech (similes, 
metaphors, hyperbole, etc.) that differ from the literal interpretation 
(do not make sense directly). Figurative language is often used to make 
comparisons and make the message more impactful.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdjQjFyDeD0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdjQjFyDeD0


Literal vs. Figurative Language
Literal Descriptions Figurative Descriptions

The stars shine bright. The stars are like brilliant 
diamonds in the sky at 
night.

I am very hungry. I’m so hungry I could eat a 
horse.

Those flowers need water. Those flowers are begging 
for water.

I’m going to bed. Time for me to hit the sack.



Learning 
Intentions

• Discuss types of figurative language.
• Engage in exploration of how authors 

use figurative language to contribute to 
meaning in texts.

• Ascertain exciting ways to teach 
students how to understand and analyze 
figurative language in texts.



• Introduce yourself
• Read through Figurative

Language Chart
• Discuss as a group
• Each group pick one person 

to fill out the Google Doc 
chart

• Your breakout room number 
is the same number as the 
copy of Types of   Figurative 
Language 







Types of
Figurative Language

Figurative Descriptions
The stars are like brilliant 
diamonds in the sky at 
night.
I’m so hungry I could eat a 
horse.
Those flowers are begging 
for water.
Time for me to hit the sack.



Types of
Figurative Language

Figurative Descriptions
She sells seashells by the 
seashore.
And a dreamer’s just a vessel.
I hear the drip drop of the rain 
on my roof.
The fresh warm cookies are 
very gooey, sweet, and 
chocolatey.



Figurative Language Game

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV5QLd8Dbe4

Alliteration 
Hyperbole
Idiom
Imagery
Metaphor
Onomatopoeia 
Personification
Simile 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WV5QLd8Dbe4


Benefits of figurative 
language for readers

Increases/enhances:
• reading comprehension
• understanding of tone, mood, emotions that author is 

trying to convey
• text complexity
• reading interest and enjoyment
• Text interpretation and analysis at deeper levels
• ability to make inferences
• ability to form mental images and make connections 

that deepen understanding



Learning 
Intentions

• Discuss types of figurative language.
• Engage in exploration of how authors 

use figurative language to contribute to 
meaning in texts.

• Ascertain exciting ways to teach 
students how to understand and analyze 
figurative language in texts.



why authors use figurative language 
to contribute to meaning

• provides a clearer picture of meaning for the 
reader – readers can imagine what the author 
means

• brings readers deeper into the theme
• adds humor
• makes comparisons
• enhances emotional significance
• transforms ordinary descriptions into 

evocative events (tone, mood, feelings)
• makes writing more interesting to read





Bedhead by Margie Palatini
Alliteration

• Where and how does the author 
use alliteration?

• Why do you think the author used 
alliteration and how does it 
contribute to the meaning of the 
text?

• Did you notice any other 
figurative language in the text?

https://youtu.be/p_81Lo4v1Jc?t=17

https://youtu.be/p_81Lo4v1Jc?t=17


“Butter” 
by Elizabeth Alexander

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/play/75946

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/play/75946
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/play/75946
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/play/75946


Figurative language

• What are examples of alliteration in the poem?
• What other figurative language is used in the poem?
• How does it contribute to the meaning of the poem?
• Why did the author use it?





“Wynken, Blyken, and Nod” by Eugene Field

Source: poets.org  
https://poets.org/print/p
oem/7b7dd578-2e54-
4e06-94df-1b2fe4088fc4

https://poets.org/print/poem/7b7dd578-2e54-4e06-94df-1b2fe4088fc4




Learning 
Intentions

• Discuss types of figurative language.
• Engage in exploration of how authors 

use figurative language to contribute to 
meaning in texts.

• Ascertain exciting ways to teach 
students how to understand and analyze 
figurative language in texts.



Teaching Figurative Language
• Teach students the difference between literal and figurative language and 

types of figurative language – some of this can be done out of context.
• Provide lots of in-text instruction so the students begin to think deeper as 

they come across figurative language in texts.
• Use poetry to help teach figurative language – there are lots of great 

examples in poetry.
• Use read alouds to expose students to many different types of figurative 

language - address it as you come upon it, especially difficult concepts.
• Give students lots of opportunities for interaction with figurative language 

in their independent reading.

Adapted from: Upper Elementary Snapshots 
https://www.upperelementarysnapshots.com/2018/03/teaching-figurative-language.html

https://www.upperelementarysnapshots.com/2018/03/teaching-figurative-language.html


Literal vs. Figurative Language

Figurative What it 
Means

It’s raining 
cats and 

dogs.

It’s raining 
really 
hard.

Draw pictures to 
illustrate.

• You can use video • Create posters with figurative
language on one side and the literal
meaning on the other



Figurative Language 
Sorting cards





Teach 
figurative 
language 

using 
movies and 

songs



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NSGjWYbGwNY


https://youtu.be/J4MhnxKGfag?t=103


Figurative Language 
in Our Texts

Figurative 
Language

Text Where We 
Found It

Type of 
Figurative 
Language

How it 
Contributes to 
Meaning/Effect 

It was BIG. It was 
BAD. It 
was…BEDHEAD!

Bedhead by 
Margie Palatini alliteration

It helps me 
understand that 
bedhead is NOT 
something that 
is desirable! 

• Students could have an independent chart
• Whole class chart



Alliteration
Alliterations in texts express and 
draw attention to something 
important – “It was BIG. It was 
BAD. It was…BEDHEAD – the 
main focus of the text and 
something the character DOES 
NOT want to have.

In poetry it helps to create a 
rhythm – this helps the poem 
flow off the tongue easier –
“slipping squares”… “grinning 
greasy” – in the poem butter, 
the alliterative descriptions also 
serve as a type of imagery



Our Class 
Alliteration Alphabet

Alliteration Example Text Where We Found It
A  -
B – It was BIG. It was 
BAD. It was…BEDHEAD!

Bedhead by Margie 
Palatini

C
D



Examples of a 
few Texts for 

teaching 
Alliteration



Examples of 
poems with 

alliteration

• Poems by Shel Silverstein
Mari-Lou’s Ride

• Poem by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow
Paul Revere’s Ride





Similes and 
metaphors

Both make comparisons.
For similies, teach students to look for 
the signals of like or as.
While metaphors don’t include like or as, 
sometimes they may include linking verbs 
such as is, are, were, was, am.

Make sure students have clear 
understandings of figurative language.
Practice identifying it in texts.
Make sure students understand what is 
being compared.
Provide vocabulary instruction of specific 
words and their attributes – so that they 
can understand the metaphors.



Similes and metaphors

METAPHORS
Example Text Comparison Meaning

Class 
Charts



Examples of a 
few Texts for 

teaching  
similes and 
metaphors



idioms
When teaching idioms, 
try introducing a few at 
a time.
Use visuals.
Use idioms regularly in 
the classroom.
Study idioms by 
theme/category.
Read lots of books with 
idioms.



Category idioms
Have students work together in small groups. Assign each group to 
make list of idioms related to a particular category: food, the body, 
animals, home, colors, sports, etc. As they name them, they also must 
discuss the figurative meaning.
For example – Body 
• “head start”
• “weight off your shoulders”
• “sight for sore eyes”
• “pain in the neck”
• “break a leg”

• “gut feeling”
• “hands are tied”
• “joined at the hip”
• “land on your feet”
• “weak in the knees”



head start – an advantage at the beginning

pain in the neck - annoying 

break a leg – good luck

land on your feet – have good luck

weak in the knees – overcome by a 
strong feeling

Weight off your shoulders – relief 
from a stressful situation

Sight for sore eyes – happy to see someone

hands are tied – can’t do what you want 

joined at the hip – can’t separate

broke your heart –
made sad

More Parts by 
Tedd Arnold

IN TEXT:
Students/class add idioms from 
text read aloud or independently



Examples of 
a few Texts 

for 
teaching  

idioms



hyperbole
Hyperbole is an 

unrealistic exaggeration 
used for emphasis or 

humor. 

Tall tales and folk 
tales include many 

examples of 
hyperboles.



Hyperbole activity

• Read a tall tale or folk tale 
aloud to students 

• Chart the hyperboles about 
the main character by 
attributes (usually size and 
actions) on a graphic 
organizer

• Reflect on how the 
hyperboles emphasize a 
point or create an effect.

SIZE ACTIVITY
Paul Bunyan was so big 
that when he snored, all 
the trees in the forest 
shook.
Paul Bunyan was so tall 
that the deepest lake in 
the country only came 
up to the ankles of his 
enormous boots.

• Paul made forty trees 
fall to the ground in a 
single whirl of the 
rope!

• On one average 
working day, Paul 
would have five 
bushel of fried 
potatoes for dinner

How do the hyperboles emphasize a 
point or create an effect?



Examples of 
a few Texts 

for 
teaching 

hyperboles



personification
Personification assigns 
human qualities and 

attributes to objects or 
other non-human things.

Make sure students have clear 
understandings of figurative language.
Practice identifying it in texts.
Make sure students understand what is 
being compared.
Provide vocabulary instruction of specific 
words and their attributes – so that they 
can understand the metaphors.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Mb6NxixRk8&t=63s


Examples of a 
few Texts for 

teaching 
personification



onomatopoeia
Comic books and 

graphic novels are 
an excellent 
source for 

onomatopoeia. 
They add a sense 
of sound effects.  
WHAM! POW! 

BIFF!



Categories
Some common categories of onomatopoeia include:
• Machine noises – honk, beep whirr, clang, vroom, 

boing
• Animal sounds – cluck, peep, cuckoo, ruff, hiss
• Impact sounds – crash, boom, thud, bang, whack
• Sounds the voice makes – shush, murmur, hiss, 

grown, giggle
• Sounds of nature – drip, buzz, drip, whoosh, rustle



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBQCgjo1QTU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBQCgjo1QTU


Our Class Onomatopoeia 
Alphabet

Onomatopoeia Example Text Where We Found It
A  

B

C
D



Examples of a 
few Texts for 

teaching 
onomatopoeia



Learning 
Intentions

• Discuss types of figurative language.
• Engage in exploration of how authors 

use figurative language to contribute to 
meaning in texts.

• Ascertain exciting ways to teach 
students how to understand and analyze 
figurative language in texts.

• Explore ways to help students use more figurative language in their writing.
• Discuss how to support ESE students.
• Determine how to get parents involved.



Figurative language 
in writing

“Using figurative language is an effective way of 
communicating an idea that is not easily understood because 

of its abstract nature or complexity. Although figurative 
language does not offer a literal explanation, it can be used to 

compare one idea to a second idea to make the first idea 
easier to visualize. Figurative language also is used to link two 

ideas with the goal of influencing an audience to see a 
connection even if one does not actually exist. Writers of prose 

and poetry use figurative language to elicit emotion, help 
readers form mental images and draw readers into the work.” 

Laura Leddy Turner
Source: https://education.seattlepi.com/whats-purpose-figurative-language-5137.html

https://education.seattlepi.com/whats-purpose-figurative-language-5137.html


How to get students to use more 
figurative language in their writing

• Study figurative language through reading. Talk about 
how it adds to meaning and enjoyment of texts

• Analyze figurative language in reading and talk about 
the way authors use it

• Make sure students understand figurative language and 
the different types 

• Teacher modeling figurative language in writing





personification

The waves moved 
near the boats. 
They were very 
high. The waves 
hit the boats and 
tossed them 
around.

How could this be rewritten to incorporate personification?



reading and writing 
connection - hyperboles

Create a chart with hyperboles on one side and as the class or individual students 
come across hyperboles in their readings, they can chart them and record the 
literal meaning. This not only helps with reading but can also be used as a resource 
for writing. When students can effectively use hyperboles in their writing, it shows 
that they are also able to identify and analyze how figurative language contributes 
to meaning in text.
Review the chart on occasion with the students and talk about the impact of the 
hyperbole on meaning, tone, mood, feelings, etc.

Hyperbole (Figurative) Literal
This purse weighs a ton! It’s heavy

I’m so hungry I could eat a horse! I’m hungry. I could eat a lot.



Onomatopoeia comic strips
Have students write their own comic strips 

that include onomatopoeia.



Figurative language 
writing Activity

1. Think of something you did for the first time. 
Write it down.

2. Write a simile that describes how you felt before 
the event.

3. Write a metaphor that describes how you felt 
while you were learning.

4. Use onomatopoeia to describe an action that 
occurred during the learning event.

5. Write a hyperbole to describe how you felt after 
you learned it.

Adapted from: The Educational Blog (Evan-Moor) https://teacherblog.evan-moor.com/2018/10/15/how-to-teach-figurative-language-similes-and-metaphors-for-grades-3-6/

https://teacherblog.evan-moor.com/2018/10/15/how-to-teach-figurative-language-similes-and-metaphors-for-grades-3-6/


Figurative language 
writing Activity

6.    Include an idiom in your description.
7. Add some alliteration.
8. Read your description. Revise/add any verbs or adjectives that  

would help a reader make a mental picture of your story 
(imagery).

9. Share it with a partner. Have you partner read it and reflect on 
the effect the figurative language had on the meaning of the 
story.

Adapted from: The Educational Blog (Evan-Moor) https://teacherblog.evan-moor.com/2018/10/15/how-to-teach-
figurative-language-similes-and-metaphors-for-grades-3-6/

https://teacherblog.evan-moor.com/2018/10/15/how-to-teach-figurative-language-similes-and-metaphors-for-grades-3-6/


Learning 
Intentions

• Discuss types of figurative language.
• Engage in exploration of how authors 

use figurative language to contribute to 
meaning in texts.

• Ascertain exciting ways to teach 
students how to understand and analyze 
figurative language in texts.

• Explore ways to help students use more figurative language in their writing.
• Discuss how to support ESE students.
• Determine how to get parents involved.



Ese 
connection

Ascertain where students are in their 
understandings of figurative language 
and provide the appropriate support.
• Do they understand descriptive 

language? Can they identify 
descriptive words (adjectives)?

• Do they know the difference between 
literal and figurative language?

• Do they know each of the types of 
figurative language and can they 
give/find examples?



Ese 
connection

Ascertain where students are in their 
understandings of figurative language 
and provide the appropriate support.
• Can they explain  how figurative 

language contributes to meaning?
• Can they analyze how figurative 

language contributes to meaning?
• Do they use figurative language in 

conversation and writing?



Ese/ell 
support

• Use illustrations and pictures of some  
figurative language, like idioms.

• Use hands-on activities, like sorting cards 
and matching games.

• Conduct many read alouds using picture 
books with examples.

• Use tongue twisters for alliteration.
• Explicitly teach idioms and other vocabulary 

that is part of figurative language.



Ese/ell 
support

• Make sure students understand what is 
being compared in similes and 
metaphors.

• Have students practice using more 
descriptive language in their 
conversations – prompt them as needed.

• Make a figurative language flipbook with 
examples, to use as an individual 
reference.



Think about this
How could this vertical progress of 

the standard be used as a framework 
for enabling scaffolds for students 

who might need remediation?



Learning 
Intentions

• Discuss types of figurative language.
• Engage in exploration of how authors 

use figurative language to contribute to 
meaning in texts.

• Ascertain exciting ways to teach 
students how to understand and analyze 
figurative language in texts.

• Explore ways to help students use more figurative language in their writing.
• Discuss how to support ESE students.
• Determine how to get parents involved.



• Earn higher grades
• Attend school regularly
• Take rigorous courses
• Exhibit better behavior at home and at school
• Graduate and go on to both college and careers

Henderson, A. T., & Mapp, K. L. (2002). A New Wave of Evidence The Impact of School, Family, and Community Connections on Student Achievement. 
Annual Synthesis 2002. Place of publication not identified: Distributed by ERIC Clearinghouse.

The Importance of  
Home & School 

Connection



Helping families 
understand 
figurative 
language

Send home the Elementary Figurative 
Language chart from the Florida’s 
B.E.S.T. Standards: English Language Arts 
(adjust the chart for what will be 
addressed in their child’s grade level)



Helping families understand 
figurative language

• Have families watch figurative language videos together on YouTube and 
discuss. This not only helps students but can provide good tutorials for 
parents not as familiar with figurative language.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ls5Ew9PJcO8

Idioms

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ls5Ew9PJcO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ls5Ew9PJcO8


More figurative language 
videos

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=uoSBVNUO2LU

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=piAwuADrC3Y

Similes and Metaphors

Alliteration

Hyperbole

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
kuzWLDWm6Zs&t=13s

https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=VqBZMR83wCg

Personification

Onomatopoeia

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=FBQCgjo1QTU

https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=A2WvUktcyP0

Imagery

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uoSBVNUO2LU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=piAwuADrC3Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kuzWLDWm6Zs&t=13s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqBZMR83wCg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBQCgjo1QTU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2WvUktcyP0


Helping families understand 
figurative language

• Have families watch movies together and discuss the figurative 
language they notice. In order to not become overwhelming, 
encourage them to look for one type at a time. Provide lists of 
family appropriate movies that include various types of figurative 
language.

• Have families chart figurative language they come across in books 
and poems read together.

• Encourage families to use types of figurative language in their 
conversations together.

• Provide simile/metaphor sorting games, idiom games, etc.



Success 
Criteria 

• I can incorporate at least one activity I 
learned today for teaching figurative 
language into my lesson planning.



Reflecting and Goal-Setting
What have you learned about the new ELA standard that addresses 
figurative language? How will this affect the way you currently teach 
figurative language?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
How will you immediately use the information you learned during today’s 
session?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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